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Give to the Peace & Global Witness Offering through October 3rd 

In too many places around the world, peace is merely a hope. 
Conflicts between nations, peoples, and ideas put peace at 
risk everywhere. During the Season of Peace, we recognize 
that too many people live in situations that are both unsettled 
and unjust. 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) is actively engaged in peace-
making and reconciliation in more than 50 countries. Through 
our partner churches and organizations, our reach is extended 
to 100 countries. Your gift to the Peace & Global Witness 
Offering works to address these deep-seated problems by 
supporting efforts to inspire, equip, and connect Presbyterians 
engaging in ministries of reconciliation and peace around the 
world. Through missions, work projects, and education, we 
witness to the peace of Christ for our sisters and brothers as 
they face some of the greatest challenges of our time.  

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the 
church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems 
of conflict and injustice across the world. Individual congrega-
tions are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this offering to 
connect with the global witness of Christ’s peace. Mid councils 
retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconcilia-
tion. The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of vio-
lence, including our own, through collaborative projects of 
education and Christian witness. 

To share your offering by October 3, go to: https://
firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/ and click on 
Peace & Global Witness OR send a check payable to 
First Presbyterian Church, with Peace Offering in the 
memo line. 

World Communion Sunday is October 3 

We will celebrate worship on YouTube with Holy 
Communion. Watch Facebook in the week leading up to it 
for some bread recipes from around the world. Consider 
baking a bread from another culture to use for communion 
at home. 

https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/
https://firstpresiowacity.org/donate-online/
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Dear Members and Friends, 

Hold these dates and times as the start of new weekly 
programs. 

 Sunday, October 3, 11:30 a.m. 

 Tuesday, October 5, 10 a.m. 

 Tuesday, October 5, 4 p.m. 

You may remember a recent sermon in which I 
suggested that we’ve been in the pandemic long 
enough that, for now, we are living in a new normal. 
This period is a challenge to find additional ways to 
build and maintain relationships, to be involved at 
church and to be spiritually nurtured. These programs 
are an attempt to meet the needs for more interaction 
during this new normal. 

Sunday, October 3, at 11:30 will be the first weekly 
“After Sermon Conversation.” The springboard for this 
conversation will be the day’s sermon – thoughts, 
divergences, questions. The Zoom link will be in the 
Daily Mail closer to the 3rd. You hear from me every 
week. I’m eager for this occasion to hear from you and 
for you to hear from each other.  

“Let’s Talk About Justice,” at 10 a.m. on the 5th, will 
focus on thinking about justice, about what’s right or 
good (morals), what moral issues capture our attention, 
and how we think about them from a faith perspective. 

It would be lovely to meet at 
church, but what I’ve discovered 
is the use of masks makes some 
of us difficult to hear. We’ll 
Zoom. It also helps by eliminating 
driving. 

The weekly Tuesday at 4 
gathering will be a discussion 
about family. What about family? 
That depends on who’s there. It 
would be delightful if participants 
came from a variety of family and 
age perspectives. Again, we’ll 
Zoom. 

Finally, don’t forget the weekly 
Wednesday Bible study at 9 a.m. 
that Anna and I are co-facilitating. Here’s how I’d 
describe it. It’s about hermeneutics. If you don’t know 
what hermeneutics is, then this is your class. 

My hope is that these events will give us an opportunity 
to be together and maybe even get to know someone 
we’ve passed but haven’t had opportunity to speak 
with.  

With gratitude, 

Terry 
he/him/his 

Warm Winter Wear Distribution – Clothing Items Needed 

The Consultation of Religious Communities (CRC) will be conducting its annual Warm Winter wear distribution on 
October 18–23. It will be held in the new winter shelter at the far east end of the GuideLink Center, at 340 

Southgate Ave, Iowa City. As was done last 
year, we will be limiting the number of 
patrons and volunteers inside the facility, not 
permitting children, and requiring all to wear 
masks. 

We need donations of new or gently used 
outerwear for children and adults. Our 
highest priorities are: winter coats and 
jackets of all sizes, and other outerwear 
(snow pants, hats, gloves / mittens, winter 
scarves, warm socks and winter boots). We 
will also gladly accept sweaters, sweatshirts 
and sweatpants. There will be collection 
boxes for these items in the vestibule at First 

Presbyterian Church on October 1–17. 

Like last year, we will have volunteers and patrons schedule participation via Sign-up Genius. Links will be 
available in the FPC Daily. 

Thank you for your annual support of this event. 
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We are excited to share that the congregational nominating committee has put forth 
the following people to serve on the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). A 
congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, September 26, at 11:30 a.m. via Zoom. 
The Zoom link will be sent closer to the date. 

The formation of the PNC is the next step in our search for calling a pastor.  

Congregational Meeting is set for Sunday, 

September 26 at 11:30 via Zoom 

Stephanie Brentner was born in Iowa City and has been a 
member of First Presbyterian Church for over 30 years. 
She has served as a deacon and is currently a member of 
the Equipping Ministry, the Jeremiah Justice Initiative, the 
sanctuary choir, and the Jubellation handbell choir. For 
over 20 years, she has worked for the Department of 
Education handling disputes and correspondence 
regarding federal student loans. She has two children, 
Ryan (age 16) and Braden (age 15), and two dogs, Sasha 
and Roxy. In her free time, she enjoys spending time with 
friends and family, playing games and cards, knitting and 
crocheting, reading, cooking and baking, and spending 
time outdoors.  

Jim Claypool has been a member of FPC since 2008 and a 
Presbyterian his whole life. He taught Sunday School and 
Confirmation Class for over ten years and has served as an 
adult chaperone for multiple youth mission trips. He was 
initially ordained an Elder in 1990, has served on the 
Sessions of two churches and on committees within FPC 
and the Presbytery of East Iowa, where he has also served 
as Moderator. He served on the PNC of his previous 
church and has assisted other PNCs within the Presbytery. 
Jim lives with his wife, DeAnn, in Williamsburg, where he 
practices law. He has two adult children, Will and Cora, 
and is expecting a grandchild in January. His pastimes 
include playing the trombone in the brass choir and fly 
fishing with his Corgi, Copper.  

Jamie Helmick (she/they) grew up in the small town of 
Washington, Iowa, and moved to Iowa City eight years 
ago. Through nothing less than a God-incidence, Jamie 
met an FPC member at a panel on mental illness in the fall 
of 2014 and mentioned before the panel that they were 
looking for a church home and had previously attended 
United Presbyterian Church in Washington for most of 
their life. In addition to being a member of the choir and a 
youth choir assistant, she also was a youth group leader 
for several years and loved being a part of Parents Night 
Out. She is passionate about recreation and loves to travel 
to Montreat, NC, once a year for the Arts, Recreation, and 
Worship Conference; she believes that intentional 
community building with recreational activities can 
strengthen a community a great deal. Jamie enjoys 
spending her time working at a small clinic part time, 
watching inspirational tv shows like Ted Lasso with her cat 
Huey, doing crafty things, baking, and spending weekends 
visiting their mom Deb and Kuki the dog in Washington.  

Kayla McKibben is from western Iowa, but has been living 
in Iowa City since 2010. She fell in love with the area 
during her undergraduate work at the University of Iowa. 
After completing her doctorate at Southern Illinois 
University and Internship in Milwaukee, WI, she was able 
to move back. She is married to her husband, Travis, and 
they have three children (Carter-age 11, Alice-age 8, and 
Calvin-age 6). Kayla has worked as a psychologist with the 
Department of Veterans Affairs since 2009 in clinical, 
administrative, and leadership roles. She has been a 
member of First Pres since 2013.  

Bill Preucil joined FPC in 1962, has been a member of 
Session, and has served on several church committees. He 
came to Iowa City in 1958 to join the University of Iowa 
School of Music as viola teacher and to be a member of 
the Stradivari Quartet. During his 38-year tenure, 
performances with the quartet included extensive 
traveling, with concerts in 35 countries, sometimes under 
the sponsorship of the U.S. Department of State. Bill and 
his wife, Doris, were leaders in the Suzuki Method of 
teaching music to young children and, in 1975, Doris 
founded the Preucil School of Music in Iowa City. Their 
family includes four children, all professional musicians. A 
little-known fact about Bill is that, right after college, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Marine Band in Washington, D.C. for 
three years where his duties included performing at social 
functions in the White House. 

Sally Rickey has been a member of First Pres since June of 
2003. She grew up on a dairy farm in central New York and 
went to college at SUNY Oneonta. Sally taught school in NY 
for 2 years and then moved to Ohio and started a 27-year 
career at Hancock Fabrics in Ohio, Massachusetts, and 
Iowa. After her position was eliminated, she worked at RR 
Donnelley for 12 years–retiring in 2019. Sally now 
volunteers in the community with the food bank, Crowded 
Closet, and with Food to Family packing Farmers’ Market 
orders. She currently serves as a deacon, has been active 
in the choir and JuBELLation, chaired the Cookie Walk, and 
in 2019 started the Sewing for a Cause by sewing 
mastectomy pillows, fidget quilts, and port pillows for 
UIHC and other facilities. Her church memberships have 
been Episcopal, Methodist, and now Presbyterian—all led 
by the same God. 



Page 4 First Presbyterian Church September 16—October 15, 2021 

Music in Worship 
By Melissa Moll 

During this month of September, our worship preludes 
center on the theme of Thanks. It can be difficult to 
maintain a spirit of thankfulness and thanksgiving, 
especially during these days when the pandemic 
continues and other challenges abound. But consider 
this passage from 1 Corinthians 15:54b-57: 
      “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 
      “Where, O death, is your victory? 
       Where, O death, is your sting?” 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is 
the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And so we can give thanks on both the happiest and the 
darkest of days, for the source of our thankfulness is a 
gracious and loving God who became incarnate, lived 
among us, and swallowed up death—indeed, thanks be 
to God! 

For the first Sunday of September (the 15th Sunday after 
Pentecost), we heard a piano arrangement of Thanks Be 
to Thee, a well-known song with music attributed to 
George Frideric Handel and a text by Roger Shaw: 
 Thanks be to Thee. Thanks be to Thee. 
 Glory and praise ever be Thine. 
 For Thy great mercies, thanks be to Thee. 

On September 12 (the 16th Sunday after Pentecost), we 
turned to a setting of the seventeenth-century German 
chorale Now Thank We All Our God. The text is by Martin 
Rinkart, a pastor who ministered to the people of 
Eilenberg, Germany during the horrors of the Thirty 
Years’ War. His congregation and city also faced famine 
and disease, and during one stretch Rinkart preached 
funeral services for 40-50 people a day. Rinkart’s full 
translated text is available in Glory to God #643, but 
consider this second stanza which speaks of a spirit of 
thanksgiving amid times of trouble: 
 O may this bounteous God 
 through all our life be near us, 
 with ever joyful hearts 
 and blessed peace to cheer us; 
 and keep us in God’s grace, 
 and guide us when perplexed, 
 and free us from all ills 
 in this world and the next.  

For September 19 (the 17th Sunday after Pentecost), we 
journey further back into history to the Didache, a 
second-century Greek source which contains eucharistic 
(Communion) prayers that likely date from the first 
century. These include the following post-communion 
prayer, here in translation: 
 We thank you, our Father, for the life and  
 knowledge which you have revealed through  
 Jesus, your Son. To you be glory forever. Amen. 

In the mid-twentieth 
century, Francis Bland 
Tucker paraphrased 
this Didache prayer 
into the hymn text 
Father, We Thank 
You. The text is often 
paired with the 
Genevan Psalter tune 
rendez à dieu, 
attributed to Louis Bourgeois who also wrote the tune 
old hundredth (Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow). 

For the last Sunday of September (the 18th Sunday after 
Pentecost), we turn to a “song without words”: A 
Thankful Heart by Anne Marie David. David grew up in 
rural Minnesota and now serves as music director at Our 
Lady Help of Christians Parish in Newton, MA. Her artist’s 
statement includes this passage: “Music is a way to 
access a deeper truth, a touchstone, embodied prayer. 
An entry into the deeper current under the daily noise of 
life.” (https://annemariecotterdavid.com/statement)  

David’s A Thankful Heart is indeed “embodied prayer.” 
The melody begins unusually, with a wide ascending 
interval of a seventh. It’s as if our yearning heart reaches 
up in thanks to the One who creates, redeems, and 
sustains us. At times our thankfulness remains a quiet 
prayer of gratitude, at other times it cannot be contained 
and bubbles up in exuberant joy. 

While September may not be the traditional month to 
focus on giving thanks, may these weeks become infused 
with thankfulness for a God who journeys with us and 
“gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Thanks be to God! 

https://annemariecotterdavid.com/statement
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If you have a news item for the First’s Family News, please submit it for publication  

by October 1 to tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org. Thank you! 

September 16-30 
9/18 Amanda Molsberry 
9/19 Steve Smith 
9/19 Carol Ulch 
9/19 Anita Burnett 
9/20 Amy Johnston 
9/22 Katie Sidwell 
9/23 Mick Hammer 
9/24 Caroline Ruyle 
9/25 Steve Spangler 
9/26 Eric Forsythe 
9/26 Peter Dunbar 
9/27 Joyce Stochl 
 
 

10/1 Al Wicks 
10/1 Jerry Stamp 
10/3 Tyson Neubauer 
10/4 Joan Maxwell 
10/5 Edmond Bigaba 
10/6 Chad Greimann 
10/7 Judy Whitford 
10/8 Bill Rubright 
10/8 Temple Hiatt 
10/8 Anna Sheetz 
10/10 Sherry Lohman 
10/10 Rachael Nicholson 
10/11 Norma Carlson 
10/12  Ken Miller 
10/14  Karen Nicklaus 
10/14 Emily Feagins 
10/15  Marvin Bergman 
10/15 Steve Hurt 

October 1-15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FPC is offering Notary services.  
Contact Tammy Schroeder to schedule an 
appointment at 319-351-2660 or 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 

We extend our 
sympathy to the family 
and friends of 
Marguerite Morey, 
who died on August 14. 
Pastor Terry led a 
graveside service in Monticello on August 21. 

to Jane Burton 
and Corey 
Mondul, who 
were married 

August 28 at St. George’s Episcopal Church in 
Nashville, TN. Jane is the daughter of Richard 
and Ann and sister to Sara. 
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Your FPC Endowment Funds At Work  
Bob and Millie Youngquist, Coordinators 

One of the most rewarding aspects of working 
with the FPC Endowment is the distribution of 
the annual earnings to worthy local and 
international projects through the grant 
application process. We have heard recently 
from several organizations that have 
completed their projects. 

The Arc of SE Iowa was awarded an FPC grant 
in 2019 of $4,150. The Arc of Southeast Iowa 
was founded in 1957 by a group of parents 
and professionals interested in the welfare of 
individuals with disabilities. It offers direct 
support programs to individuals with 
disabilities. The Arc used its grant monies for 
technology needs as well as to provide extra 
seating for clients when spending time in its 
Iowa City facility. 

Another organization benefitting from FPC 
Endowment funds was the Gill-Nicholson 
Boys’ High School in Pasrur, Pakistan. In 2019, 
the FPC Endowment granted $6,000 to the 
PASRUR Christian Boys School. The boys’ 
school had been completed except for 
waterproofing on the roof. There were 
complications to the building project and so 
waterproofing couldn’t be completed. The 
monsoons came extremely early that year and 
would have severely damaged the school, but 
because of the FPC’s Endowment grant, the 
school was able to be waterproofed and 
protected from the rain. Profits from the boys’ 
school go towards scholarships for Christian 
girls to attend the girls’ school.  

Pictured here are a storage cabinet for computers, tables and 
chairs, a crash pad and a wall mural. 

Pictured here is a “smart board,” the mural/donation wall, 
and a felt bulletin board. FPC funds enabled the purchase of 
all of these items. 

Pictured here: Boys at play in front of the newly completed Gills-
Nicholson School in Pasrur, Pakistan. 
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Get Involved! 
Want to help lead worship? We record worship on Saturday mornings at  
10 a.m. and always welcome new leaders. 

Here are some ways you could serve during this time: 

  Read or act out one or more of the scripture lessons for the day 

  Read a prayer or other part of the liturgy for the day 

  Play or sing hymns or special music 

  Dance, draw, paint, take a picture 

Contact Leah at leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org or call the church if 
you’re interested in getting involved. Not available Saturday morning but 
still want to be involved? Let Leah know and she’ll fit you in!  

 

 

In the early days of the church, people gathered in homes to read sacred texts, 
sing, pray, eat, and worship God together. They gathered in family groups, with 
neighbors, and with friends. The church was not a fancy building; it was a 
gathering of people practicing their faith with one another in the presence of 
God. 

Though we are not gathering together in our fancy church building, that 
doesn’t mean that the worship of the people has ceased. Just as God’s work 
continues, we continue worshipping God in whatever way we can. Right now 
that means having classes and meetings on Zoom, praying with a friend over 
the phone, and worshipping on YouTube.  

Terry spoke in a recent sermon about setting aside time on Sunday morning at 10:30 to be present for online 
worship, check in with a message, and feel the gathered community virtually. What if we went one step 
further? Many of us have family, friends, and neighbors that we feel comfortable gathering with in person 
these days. Consider having home church gatherings like the early Christians and inviting those folks to your 
home to watch the church livestream on a Sunday morning. Gathering with others will help set aside that 
special time to worship God and create another space to share in faith as a community. You could even share in 
a meal together after the worship service in communion with loved ones and with God. 

Would you like to connect with others in a home church gathering but not sure of who to invite? Contact the 
church and we can try to connect you with others who are interested. Remember that where two or more are 
gathered, Christ is there with them. 

Worship & Arts Ministry 

By Leah Bergman 
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SPACE Sunday School, 
traditionally meeting on 
Sunday mornings, has a 

brand new look!  

Join us as we meet each Sunday 
afternoon from 3–7:30 p.m. 
Participants must be masked and we 
will do our best to be 6 feet apart at 
all times. The schedule is as follows: 

3–4 p.m.  “Sunday School” ; Children’s class, 
Intergenerational class, Parent Class  
and 4th-6th Grade Youth Group 

4–5 p.m. Fellowship time / Game group  

5–6 p.m.  7th–12th Grade Youth Group  

6–7:30 p.m. Jeremiah Justice Initiative (ZOOM only)  

The Wired Word will continue to meet from 
 9:30–10:30 a.m. on Zoom.  

We’re back in action! 
Youth Programming is back on! We will meet weekly 
on Sunday nights. Once again, masks will be worn 
and physical distance will be maintained. This is 
where we need adult support so please read 
carefully so you can prayerfully consider serving 
these amazing youth!  

4th-6th Grade Youth Group  

We’re back and ready to go! Each week, students in  
4th-6th grades will meet to make new friends, play 
games, and learn about Jesus. This group will meet 
weekly on Sunday nights from 3–4 p.m.  

Confirmation  

Here’s the scoop about Confirmation: The 
Confirmation Curriculum is broken down into twelve 
90-minute sessions. So Confirmation will meet from 
January 16–April 16 each week for 90 minutes.  

Anna will be reaching out to those 7th and 8th graders 
who have not yet been confirmed. If your youth has 
not been confirmed and you would like them to be, 
please contact Anna at 
Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org. 

Equipping Ministry is 
excited to introduce 
“Follow Me” Sunday 
School by the 
Presbyterian Church 
(USA). The exciting 
part of this Sunday 
school is that it is a 
multi-aged, 

intergenerational experience. There will be four classes 
that each week learn the same practices at their own 
level. The first series we will all walk through together 
is Follow Jesus, where we’ll learn to follow Jesus 
through love, community, and telling others about 
Jesus. The schedule is: 

Sunday, September 19 
Coming to Jesus and accepting his invitation to “Follow 
Me” 

Sunday, September 26 
How do we follow Jesus together?  

Sunday, October 3  
How do we love like Jesus teaches us to?  

Sunday, October 10 
How might we invite others to follow Jesus with us? 

Sunday, October 17 
A wrap-up time for all age groups to connect, share 
what they learned and grow together!  

For questions, please email Anna Sheetz at 
Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org.  

7th-12th Grade Youth Group  

Okay, I know that in the last year and a half … every 
single youth group teen has grown taller than me 
(Anna). I also know that every single youth group 
teenager has grown more then just physically. I am 
excited to ‘meet’ you all again, to get to know each 
other again, and continue to grow in faith together.  
We will meet weekly on Sundays from 5–6 p.m. 
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Thirsty for Laughter? 
Become a youth group leader! Meet weekly 
with teenagers to wonder and ponder at 
what this faith is all about! Adults do not 
need to be perfect, be settled in their faith, 
or know all the answers. An adult simply 
needs to have a curiosity, a willingness to 

serve, and an openness to engage. “I don’t know” is a 
perfectly acceptable answer! First Presbyterian Church 
is so privileged to have these youth call FPC their 
church “home” and so we must have loving adults 
willing to serve in ministry with them. If you are even 
considering an “I don’t know … if I should sign up” or “I 
don’t know … if I have time”—please contact Anna at 
Anna.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org today. 

  

 Thirsty for Wisdom? 
Join a Bible Study! Beginning Wednesday, 
September 22 from 9–10 a.m., Anna Sheetz 
and Pastor Terry will be leading a Bible study 
about Biblical women. We are excited to be 
teaching from a feminist and womanist 
perspective and are curious to see how 
much opinions will change about these 

ancient women through prayer, conversation, and 
ponderings. We’ll be meeting in person, in Coover 
Lounge with masks. We hope to see you! 

 

The Equipping Ministry at First Presbyterian 
Church needs new voices and opinions to 
make Christian Education at FPC thrive! This 
group meets monthly for 90 minutes and is 
responsible for all education going on here at 

church. If you want to see change, want to challenge 
“how it’s always been done” or are hungry for more—
this is the team that can make it happen; but only if you 
come and join us. Please contact Cathe Franz, Equipping 
Ministry elder, at ajmommy@mchsi.com for more 
information or meeting times and locations.  

Thirsty for Change? 

Thirsty for a Challenge? 
Join the Wired Word each Sunday morning 
from 9:30–10:30 a.m. on ZOOM. This is a 
group of 8–10 participants who are always 
open to new members! Meet weekly for a 
time of fellowship, dialogue, and faith 
exploration, led by John Clark. Each week, a 

new topic is explored, pulled right off the pages of the 
newspaper and put right into our faith!  

Contact Judy Whitford at 
Judy.Whitford@firstpresiowacity.org  
to receive each week’s topics!    Thirsty for Justice? 

Join Jeremiah Justice Initiative (JJI) for our 
fall session as we dive into Caste—a book 
the PCUSA has been working through as a 
denomination this entire year. We will 
continue to dive into conversations we 
have been having while welcoming new 

voices and interest. A great book to get the 
conversation started or to pick up where you left off! It’s 
not too late to join! This group will meet virtually on 
ZOOM for the time being to accommodate everyone. 
Please connect with Layne at 
Layne.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org to  
get on the email list today! 

Thirsty for Support?  
We know that parents are exhausted due to 
the trials of COVID-19, school at home, 
‘normal’ parenting in a time of chaos, 
juggling jobs and finances … All while trying 
to get dinner on the table!  

Come meet each Sunday afternoon to find 
comfort in both parent peers at FPC and in the comfort 
that God, the heavenly parent offers. Convened by Judy 
Whitford, this is a sacred time for parents to just ‘be’ 
with each other. This will meet weekly on Sundays from 
3–4 p.m. on the lower level parking lot. 

Find ways to 
connect and 
serve while 
FPC is in  

Phase Two! 

Thirsty for Connection?  
The First Presbyterian Church Equipping Staff 
is here to connect with you! Please feel free 
to reach out to each of us for conversations, 
concerns, questions, or prayers. Email us 
today for a call, an email, or a coffee shop 
meet up: 

Anna Sheetz; anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 

Judy Whitford; judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org 

Layne Sheetz; Layne.Sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org  

Pastor Terry Purvis-Smith; terryps1@me.com  
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We were asked to update the History of the Friends of Pasrur. Mary Linn had done an excellent job years ago, 
which I used as a basis. I wanted to update it, add pictures and include all the mission trips etc. our church has tak-
en. When it was completed, the consensus was that it should be shared with the congregation. With the photos, it 
is so large we decided to include it in the newsletter in installments. Here is the second installment: 

The Story of Friends of Pasrur 
The History of First Presbyterian Church of Iowa City’s Friendship 

 with the Pasrur Christian Girls Higher Secondary School in Pakistan 

By Jane Cranston and Mary Linn (2021) 

2007 Friends of Pasrur Created 
Ed Morgan donates the sum of money he received as a farewell gift from the congregation toward funding 
scholarships for girls to attend school at Pasrur and stay in the boarding house. Rev. Ed Morgan becomes 
Executive Director of the Friends of PEB after leaving our congregation. 

Jane Cranston proposes to the FPC Mission Committee that she form a group to raise money for scholarships for 
Christian girls to attend the Pasrur Christian Girls Higher Secondary School (PCGHS)  and live in the newly built 
dormitory. The proposal passes. The scholarships are available to impoverished Christian girls from nearby 
villages who do not have access to adequate schools. They have been identified by their village teacher and/or 
minister as both at-risk and academically able. 

Jane has a luncheon for volunteers to create a subcommittee of FPC’s Mission Committee. They name 
themselves Friends of Pasrur. Their goal for the first year is to fund 50 scholarships. 

Friends of Pasrur (FOP)  
Subcommittee of the FPC Mission Council. 
Adopted July 2007  
Objective: To create a group that will encourage the sponsorship of scholarship for girls at the Christian Girls 
School, Pasrur. 

Goals: 
To help the girls to attend the Pasrur Christian Girls School 
To communicate the information about Pasrur and the PEB  
To enable people to have the rewarding experience of sponsorship 
To expand this opportunity to include other people and resources 
To create positive relationships that will be sustaining 

Janice Baumback, Janice Wilson, Nancy Ross, Nancy Gardner, Elaine 

Markuson, Jane Cranston, and Becky Ross 
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2009 Pakistan Mission Trip III 
Jane and Ed Cranston travel to Pasrur to take pictures and get background 
information in order to better tell the story of the girls who are the recipients 
of the FPC scholarships. 

Over 100 congregation members contribute to scholarships for impoverished 
Christian girls to attend the PCGHS. Their contributions will cover room and 
board, tuition, and books. 10 scholarships are paid for by endowment 
contributions. The cost of a scholarship is $350 the first year. All 100 girls are 
sponsored. Alleluia. 

Herb Wilson suggests that the boarding house girls work to educate illiterate 
adults in their villages on their vacations. The academic department trains girls 
each year to teach uneducated adults during the summer holidays. 

2011  

The Pasrur Endowment Fund is established to help support future financial 
needs of the school.  

A much-needed classroom block is completed in two stages. With the second-
floor addition, which includes a well-equipped science laboratory, the school is 
able to extend to the 11th and 12th grade level. This is referred to as post-
secondary or higher secondary. The Pasrur school is now registered as the 
Pasrur Christian Girls’ Higher Secondary. Scholarships for post-secondary 
Christian girls are made available through FPC at a cost of $750 each. The 
scholarships are available to girls who have gone through the Pasrur boarding 
school. 

“Christian Girls Boarding 

house Pasrur, Dedicated with 

the love and generosity of Jane 

Cranston and the Friends of 

Pasrur(USA) January 5, 2009” 

The classroom block is built in two stages and includes a well-equipped 

science room for post-secondary. 

2012  
A memorial fund in memory of Katie Lind’s daughter, Kelly Lind, is 
established to provide money for a kitchen garden on several 
acres of land behind the school. A new well is dug to provide 
water for the land. Fruit and vegetables provide better nutrition 
and a more varied diet for the girls. Extra income from surplus 
produce is used for special food commodities for the girls. Katie 
also established the Lind Family Trust for Medical Check-Ups for 
the sponsored girls. Solar panels and a generator are also 
purchased. 

2013 Pakistan Mission Trip IV 
Pastor Sam Massey, George Minot (co-director of Christian 
Education), and FPC members Nancy and Steve Weber visit PEB 
schools and help dedicate the new classrooms at Pasrur. 

2014  
In December, seven gunmen conduct a terrorist attack on the Army Public School in Peshawar, Pakistan, killing 141 

(Continued on page 12) 

George Minot, Steve Weber, Sam Massey, and Nancy 

Weber near the newly created kitchen garden. 
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people, mostly children. All PEB schools are immediately closed. The Presbyterian Education Board raises the 
level of school security by extending the school boundary walls from 8 feet to 10 feet, puts razor wire on top of 
these walls, places armed guards at the gates and installs CCTV cameras around the campus. 

Extreme temperatures and rainfall cause the ceiling to collapse in the PEB administration building. An FPC 
Endowment (the Burianek Trust) makes a significant donation towards the construction of a new PEB office 
building. 

Jane Cranston 
Friends of Pasrur 

(To be continued next month…) 

(Continued from page 11) 

Successful JJ DeRyke Build Event with Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity 

FPC members joined together on the mornings of July 30 and 31 to honor long-time member and Habitat for 
Humanity supporter JJ DeRyke. The build event involved construction of a garage for a Habitat home at 2428 
Indigo Drive, Iowa City. Finishing work was also done on a garage just across the street. Homes in this 
development are pre-fabricated at a regional prison, without garages, and are set on a Habitat-poured basement 
foundation. We were fortunate to have two cool summer days for this event. Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity is 
in need of volunteers for other projects into the Fall. Consider partnering with another FPC member and sign up 
at: http://www.iowavalleyhabitat.org/volunteer-on-a-construction-site.html 

Seated: John Clark & grandson 
Standing: Leo & Greg Smith, John 
Barr, Rick Boland, Dave Van 
Dusseldorp & Debbie Beermann 

Our work at 2428 Indigo Dr. Seated: John Clark & Rick 
Boland. Standing: John Barr, 
Faryl Nothwehr, Michele 
Bessman & son Kevin Nobel. 

Needles, Hooks and Yarn  

We are dusting off our needles 
and hooks; we will gather as 
soon as it is safe to do so. 
Contact Tammy Schroeder at 
351-2660 for more information. 

http://www.iowavalleyhabitat.org/volunteer-on-a-construction-site.html
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Walk to End Alzheimer’s Join TeamFPC  

Sunday, September 19, 2 p.m. in City Park.  

Help us reach our goal of $1,200 for research to find 
a cure for this devastating disease. 

Stop by the church entry to sign up as a walker, 
learn more or make a donation. Online donations 
can be made at https://act.alz.org/goto/teamfpc 

Contact Tammy Schroeder 351-2660 for more info.  

  Current Month Year to Date Prior Year to Date 

Income $  42,308.41 $402,342.10 $491,500.38 

Expense $  46,215.42 $383,746.90 $692,375.24 

Total +/-    ($   3,907.01)  + $  18,595.20   ($200,874.86)* 

Income/Expense Update — August 2021 
Co-Treasurers, Leann Graves and Nancy Gardner 

*The difference in the prior year to last year’s Income and Expense 
is due to the Capital Campaign Project of the elevator.  

Thank You Darin Schroeder for 
giving the Prayer Post a facelift.  

This outward sign of FPC’s investment in 
the neighborhood and the Iowa City 
community continues to receive prayer 
requests and has given out 3 Bibles over 
the summer.  

To learn more about the Prayer Post, 
stop by and see how to Pray More Worry 
Less; located along the Rochester Ave 
sidewalk. 

 

https://act.alz.org/goto/teamfpc
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Dear Members and Friends, 

The Open Information process is now in operation through the 
FPC website. Session adopted its Open Information Policy in July 
to communicate to the membership about its work and the work 
of its committee. What follows are instructions for accessing 
information. 

Instructions on viewing Open Access to Information documents 
on FPC Website 

Call Tammy Schroeder 319-351-2660 for the password 

Go to FPC website firstpresiowacity.org 

Scroll down Homepage to Open Access to Information 

Review list of Recently Updated documents 

Click View Repository 

Enter Password and click enter button 

Click on Click Here button 

Page opens to Committee Folder listings 

Click on desired folder to open and views documents 

 Example: 

Click on Session Folder — It will open with 2 sub folders  

Minutes (contains Minutes from Clerk)  

Monthly Packet (contains documents for preparation of said month’s meeting) 

Click on document you wish to see 

 

 

FPC Book Club  
 

Join us via Zoom on October 26 at 11:30 a.m. for  
Sing, Unburied, Sing by Jesmyn Ward  

Contact Mary Linn jmLnn@aol.com for more info 

mailto:jmLnn@aol.com
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First Presbyterian Church 
2701 Rochester Ave. 
Iowa City, Iowa 52245 

MINISTER OF EQUIPPING PROGRAMS 
Anna Sheetz 
anna.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EQUIPPING PROGRAMS 
FOR ADULTS 

Judy Whitford 
judy.whitford@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EQUIPPING PROGRAMS 
FOR YOUTH, YOUNG ADULT, AND 
HOSPITALITY  

Layne Sheetz 
layne.sheetz@firstpresiowacity.org 
  
 

MINISTER OF WORSHIP AND ARTS 
Leah Bergman 
leah.bergman@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

ORGANIST 
Melissa Moll 
melissa.moll@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MINISTER OF PROGRAMMING AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Tammy Schroeder 
tammy.schroeder@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

INTERIM PASTOR 
Terry Purvis-Smith 
Terryps1@me.com 

MANAGER OF FINANCE & PURCHUSING 
Krista Livingston 
finance@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

MINISTER OF STEWARDSHIP AND 
MANAGEMENT 

Tammy Foster 
tammy.foster@firstpresiowacity.org 
  

SEXTON 
Gerald Hill 
gerald.hill@firstpresiowacity.org 
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